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What is Zone C?

• Zone C is an integral part of the Watershed Plan Design Guide.
In short, it is the general area that will be necessary to protect
the waters of Biscayne Bay.

• Located in the southeast corner of the Watershed, Zone C is 
approximately 18,000 acres.

• It is important to note that this is a general area designation and
that acquisition of all of the land in Zone C will not be 
necessary.

• Further, land acquisition will be from willing sellers.



Where is Zone C?



Zone C lands may be used for:

• Stormwater treatment areas (STAs) to reduce pollutant loads 
into Biscayne Bay;

• Wetland restoration to increase the spatial extent of wetlands 
near the Bay;

• Implementation of Biscayne Bay Coastal Wetlands (BBCW) 
Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP) project;

• Supporting Biscayne National Park (BNP) priority lands 
program “Greenprint Map”; and

• Agriculture/open space.



How was Zone C Developed?

• Aerial Photographs and Existing Land Uses Maps

• Water Quality (Pollutant Loading) Modeling Results 
(Subtasks 3.4 and 4.3) 

• Biscayne Bay Greenprint Map (Biscayne National Park and 
The Trust for Public Land) 

• CDMP Future Land Use Map

• CERP (Yellow Book) Map, including BBCW
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Why was the area designated Zone C 
selected versus another area?

• The area designated Zone C was selected because it 
provided the most efficient general location to address 
several important requirements for protection the waters of 
Biscayne Bay.



Specifically, the following attributes 
apply to Zone C:

I. Pollutant Loads

• Zone C is generally located at the convergence of the C-1,
C-102, and C-103 canals with Biscayne Bay.

• These three canals are responsible for substantial pollutant 
load increases in the Bay. 

• The relatively close proximity of the Bay discharge points of 
these three major canals allow for an efficient stormwater 
treatment program.
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II. Biscayne National Park Priority Lands

• Zone C is consistent with the top priority lands identified by 
BNP as being important to the protection of Biscayne Bay.

• It is important to note that the exclusion from Zone C of 
certain lands identified by BNP is not a suggestion that such 
lands are not otherwise important to the Bay. 

• For example, Environmental Protection Sub Areas E and F 
were not included in Zone C because they are, with some
limited exceptions, already protected from intensive 
development.
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III. Biscayne Bay Coastal Wetlands CERP Project

• Zone C includes the CERP BBCW general footprint to avoid 
foreclosing opportunities for implementing this important 
project.

• Integration with CERP is one of the eight elements required in 
the Watershed Study per Land Use Policy 3E.



CERP Map from 
Yellow Book

CERP projects in the 
Watershed area



CERP Map from 
Yellow Book

CERP projects in 
the Watershed 
area

With Zone C



Why were specific parcels of land not identified 
versus the general area reflected as Zone C?

• All necessary land will be obtained from willing sellers;

• The actual location of STAs must be determined after more a 
detailed engineering evaluation that was not part of the 
Watershed Study scope;

• The exact boundaries of important projects like the BBCW 
project have not been determined. Zone C supports these 
projects by ensuring that the land base necessary is available.

It was necessary to identify the general area and not specific 
parcels because:


